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then they are signalled to turn about and come back to the
Admiral out of harm's way.

When I appointed Du Pont to command a squadron, I
met the public expectation. All but a few naval officers,
most of whom were under a cloud, approved and applauded
so judicious a selection. But no cheering response was made
to the appointment of Farragut. Some naval officers said
he was a daring, dashing fellow, but they doubted his dis-
cretion and ability to command a squadron judiciously.
Members of Congress inquired who he was, and some of
them remonstrated, and questioned whether I was not
making a mistake, for he was a Southern man and had a
Southern wife. Neither the President nor any member of
the Cabinet knew him, or knew of him except, perhaps,
Seward, but he was not consulted and knew nothing of the
selection until after it was made. When told of the ap-
pointment, he inquired if Farragut was equal to it, and
asked if it would not have been better to have transferred
Du Pont to that command.

Farragut became a marked man in my mind when I was
informed of the circumstances under which he left Norfolk.
At the time the Virginia convention voted to secede he de-
nounced the act, and at once abandoned the State, leaving
his home and property the day following, avowing openly
and boldly, in the face and hearing of the Rebels by whom
he was surrounded, his determination to live and die owing
allegiance to no flag but that of the Union under which he
had served. This firm and resolute stand caused me not
only to admire the act, but led me to inquire concerning
the man, I had known of him slightly during Folk's ad-
ministration, when I had charge of a naval bureau, remem-
bered his proposition to take San Juan d'Ulloa atVera
Cruz, and all I heard of him was well, but he was generally
spoken of as were other good officers. Fox, Foote, and
Dahlgren gave him a good name. Admiral D. D. Porter
was emphatic in his favor, and his knowledge and estimate
of men were generally pretty correct. Admiral Smith con-